COLOMBIA
AFTER the departure and subsequent death of Bolivar,
the Republic of Colombia, contracted to what is now
New Grenada, the supreme control of the State passed
into the hands of General Santander who maintained
peace. But when he in turn departed and died, civil
war again distracted the country and continued as a
permanent feature for a quarter of a century. A con-
servative member, a certain Dr. Osfina, went so far as
to maintain that it was as well that all theories should be
given a trial, so that the country might have practical
experience of the various forms of government. As we
may suppose, Colombia did not stint itself in this respect,
and marched rapidly along the road to disaster. Two
or three ephemeral dictators made a bid to restore order,
but one party or another swiftly brought them down.
Not until 1880, do we meet with a real Candillo in the
person of Doctor Nunez. Dr. Nunez was a liberal;
nevertheless he gave his backing to the central govern-
ment and brought about an economic recovery. The
most singular thing about him was that, throughout the
fourteen years of his ascendancy, he was hand in glove
with the Catholic Church. Nunez himself was an infidel,
but he realized that only with the aid of the clergy could
he hope to save the country. *He saw clearly', to quote
the words of a Venezuelan author, 'that the sole visible
leader of Colombian unity was the Archbishop of Bogota,
places where the writ of the National Govern-
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